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Town of Canaan Initiates Drinking Water Protection Project

Canaan, NH —Thereisno substitutefor clean, drinkable water and the Town of Canaan knowsit. Canaan
also knowsthat one of the surest ways of continuing to supply safe, quality water isby protecting its
drinking water sources.

In March 2006, Canaan’s Board of Selectmen appointed a Source Water Protection Committeeto review
thestatus of Canaan’s public drinking water supplies, identify potential sourcesof contamination, and
develop amanagement plan to protect the quality of Canaan’ sdrinking water sources. The Committee,
with assistancefrom Granite State Rural Water A ssociation, isfocusing on developing aplanto protect the
Canaan Street L ake watershed, which isthe source of Canaan’smunicipal water supply. Water fromthe
lake suppliesdrinking water to approximately 600 town residentsand many local businesses.

David Shinnlinger, the Committee’ sChair and ateacher at MascomaValley Regiona High School, believes
protecting Canaan Street L ake' swatershed is” important because we need to preservewhat we have. If
something happensto the Lakeand it couldn’t be used to supply drinking water anymore, it will be
extremely costly for the Townto changewater supply sources.”

Sofar, the Committee hasreviewed existing land usesand recreationa activitiesthat occur inthewatershed
or onthelaketo determine potential threatsto the Lake swater quality. The next stepintheprocessisto
identify possible management optionsthat will help protect Canaan Street L ake but alsofit the needsof the
community. Thechallengein devel oping the plan will beto ba ance protection measureswiththeLake's
existing recreationa uses. Typicaly lakesthat supply drinking water areoff limitsfor recreationto reduce
therisk of contamination.

Heidi Brannon, aSource Protection Specidist with Granite State Rural Water Association, said, “ Right now,
the Committeeisgenerating alot of great ideasto increase awareness about theimportance of protecting
Canaan's Street Lake aswell aswaysto better protect the Lake.” The Committeewill completethe
planning processand have aDrinking Water Source Protection Plan written by the end of August.



