The Canaan School on School Street in Canaan Village, located on what is now the
playground of today’s grade school, cared for all the students of Canaan prior to being
torn down in 1964. Today’s budget, just for Canaan students, for the year 1983-84 is
$849,232 in local property taxes paid to the Mascoma Valley Regional School District.

decades later to their current location
downtown.

Canaan has transformed over the years
from a town with many small mills,
thriving sheep flocks, businesses, and
farms to a town whose inhabitants find
work mostly outside the town. This is not
to say that there aren’t successful busi-
nesses still in town—quite the contrary,
Canaan boasts at least five grocery stores,
two lumber mills, a hardware store, glass
blowers, paddle makers, a designer of
post and beam structures (including one
that was displayed on Boston Common in
that city’s tricentennial year), a sugary, a
lumber supply company, a blacksmith,
in addition to numerous other successful
private enterprises.

Dominated by handsome Mount Car-
digan, Canaan still has acres upon acres
of untouched land where fish and game
abound. For the most part, the lakes,
ponds, and streams are still clear. In fact,
the Crystal Lake Water Company, incor-
porated in 1889, still pipes water to the
town [rom Canaan Street Lake. There
are many back roads that you can travel
without meeting anyone, and there is
even a quaking bog full of duck weed,
sphagnum, and pitcher plants. Canaan
has been the site of the Canaan Fair for
many decades as well as many races put

Citizens and visitors in Canaan enjoy
many types of recreation. The lakes pro-
vide ice fishing, cross country skiing, ice
boating, and skating in the winter as well
as many water sports in the summer.
There are musical events, square dancing,
programs put on by the eclementary
school, as well as programs put on for the
senior citizens. The 4-H and Girl and Boy
Scouts are active and participate in all the
parades along with members of numerous
other groups and societies.

In many ways, we are returning to the
ways of our forefathers. People band
together to get a job done, whether it be a
barn raising, or trying to cope after the
elementary school burned in 1980. In cold
weather, there is again the marvelous
aroma of wood fires burning, as people
try to lower the cost of heating their
homes.

Many inhabitants are regaining interest
in Canaan’s heritage. There are a wealth
of historic buildings to see, and a muse-
um full of early inventions, tools, and
household goods which will be reopening
this spring. There are even plans for a
street fair to mark the tenth anniversary
of the Historic District.

All in all, Canaan is a community
where age does not define friendship and
people still take time to stop and chat
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